PUBLICATION OF ANCIENT LAWS, &c. (IR.ELAND). 




R’.lTUUN to an Oi'der of the Honouraljle The Hoase of CommonB, 
dated 2 August ^br, . 

COPIES “ of Rkforts made to tho Irish Government by tho Commissioners 
for tlie PuBMCATioN of tho Ancient Lavi e and Institutes of Ireland, eliowing’ 
the Progi’Cfi,s made in tlie Work to the present Time.” 



L— PRELIMINARY REPORT. 



TO ins EXCELLENCY GEORGE WILLIAM FREDERICK, 

EARL OF CLARENDON, K.G., G.C.B., &c. &c. 

LORD LIF.UTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

May it please your Excellency, 

The principal materials necessarv for the preparation of a Rejiort on tho iiiicient 
Irish Laws being now collected and arranged, we have thought k our duty to lay 
before your Excellency a brief statement of the results at -vvliich we have already 
arrived ; ami to solicit some instructions respecting the time and mamier of com- 
pleting the task which your Excellency has been pleased to commit to ns. 

The first object to which our attention was directed was the formation of a Cata- 
'loguci of all the manuscripts of the Brehon Laws which are known to exist in the 
United Kingdom. A numerous and valuable collection of these documents, origiuaily 
made in Ireland by the eminent Welsh antiquary and philologist, Edward Lliwyd, 
i.s now preserved in the Library of Trinity College, .Dublin, to which it was pre- 
sented about 60 years ago by Sir John Sebright. Jn thus disposing of it, he 
appears to have beeu influenced by tiie advice of the celebrated Edinund Burke, 
who manifested on that occasion a lively anxiety to have the materials of Irish 
history pl.aced within the reach of scholars by tlie translation of and publica- 
tion of all the ancient records of the country. Besides the Trinity College MSS. 
and a i'cw belonging to the Royal Irish Academy, we have ascertainod that tran- 
scripts of various portions of the Brehon Laws , arc to be found in the Bodleian 
Library at Oxford, in ihe Library of the British Mu-semn, and in the-Stowe Col- 
lection, now the property of Lord Ashburnham. All these MSS., except the lagt 
meiiticmed, to wliicli we have not as yet been so fortunate as to obtain access, have 
been described at great length in an analytical catalogue, made according to our 
directions by Dr. O’Donovan ami Mr. Eugene Curry, and containing notices of 
their respective dates, and of the general nature of the subjects they treat of. ' 
The dates of the existing’ MSS. of the Brehon Laws vary lirom the early part 
of the fourteeiUh to the close of the sixteenth eenrury ; but the authority of some 
is enhanced by the fact, that they were transcribed by persons in whose families 
the office of Brehon or Judge had been hereditary for several generations. ^ 

For the laws themselves a much higher antiquity may bR,safeIy asserted. So fai’ 
as we have external evidence to guide us, there is no reason to suspect that they 
have undergone any material change since the time of Cormac Mac Cuilleanain, 
King and Bishop of Cashel, who died a.d. 908. Ho was a man of great learning 
and energy, who eerlaiiily promoted the execution of considerable literary works, 
and under -whose influence it is not improbable that a systematic compilation of 
the laws may have been effected. Of this, however, we h&ve no distinct record- 
On the other hand, we find scattered through all parts of the laws allusions to 
ageneral revision of them made in the fifth century, at the instance of St. I'atrick, 
who, in coujunction with certain Icings and learned men, is said to have expunged 
from them all those institutions which savoured of Paganism, and to have framed 
the code called the Seanchus Mor. 'These same documents assert the existence 
of still more ancient written laws, the greater part of which arc ascribed. -to 
Cormac Mac Art, monarch of Ireland in the middle of the third century. 
However slow wo may be to acquiesce in statements of this kind, which con- 
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traclict wbaiweliaTe learned cojiceming tlie progress of legislation in the remain- 
ing parts of Western Europe, we may readily admit that the subject-matter of 
many of the laws demonstrates their great aiitiquity, as it indicates the primitive 
nature of the society in which they ]>revailed. In spite of the attempts to efface 
it, traces of heaihenisni are still discernible in many parts of them. Ihoy eriu- 
morate various ordeals of a pagan character which ai’c e.\]iressly tiirmc'il juagical^ 
and specify the occasions on which a resort to llicm was jn'cscrilied. lliei'C are 
also provisions in the laws of luarriago which ]n'ovo that Christianity could have 
exercised but a feeble inllucuce at ihc time when tliey were enacted, 

The language in w'hich the Lreboii laws are written is_a conyinciiig proof of 
their antiquity. They aie not cojoposecl in a peculiar dialect, as many writers 
have maintained ; but if their style dillers from that of the vernacular Irish ol' the 
present day, as i\.nglo-Saxoii does from modcni Eiiglisii, this dis.siuiihu'ity is to be 
ascribed mainly to tlie eiTocts of time, by which the orthogra])hy iirid gi’ammaticiii 
foriiis of the language luive been modiiled, mul legal terms an<l piirases of constant 
recurrence have become obsolete. The antiquity of the lunguage of the .lirehon 
laws being once established, it must he apjtarent that the piililieation of them 
would promote Ihc study of philology in no ordinury way. I rom no other source 
could sncli abundant aigl-qu'ccions materials be obtained by the scholar engaged in 
analyzing the Celticylfuiguages, and deteimining their redation to other branches 
of the Imlo Eurpfiean family. 

Apart froin..Aheir mere antiquity, these laws are possessed oi considerable inteic.st 
to tlie histomn and jurist. 'Lhey lay down the [irivihrgos and duties of persons, 
of all classes; they define the tenure ol laud and the rights of property oi all 
kinds. In a word, tliey furaisli a perfect jiicture of the society which they 
were designed to regulate, from the constitution of tlie kingdom, and the relation 
subsisting between the Sovereign and the provincial kings, down to the minutest 
details of domestic life among the serfs. 

Such being the estimate which an examination of these doeunieuts has led us 
to form of their ago and contents, we feel tli.'it we are fully warranted in reooni- 
mending to your Excellencv that the publication of them should be undertaken, 
at the expense of the Statt.-, and under the supcrintemleiu e of eoiiijuilent persons. 
All tiie arguments which induced the Government to order the publicatimi o! the 
Anglo-Saxon and Welsh laws might be used in favour ol tiiia measure. In fimt, 
the publication of the Lrohou )aus appears to us to be essential to the com(i!etion 
of the works already put fbvtii liy the Commissioners of Palilic Records. 

About 70 years ago Valhuicey, in his ‘‘ Collectanea <le Rebus I iibernicis,’ pub- 
lished a few extracts from them, acconijianied by translations. But lioth text and 
version were so full of inaecviracies, arising from the ineapacily of the editor, that 
the value of t!ic documents was not duly exhibited in these speemiens. In triitli, 
the work was too difficult and expensive to be uudertaiceii by any individual. 
It requires a long tilin', a considerable outlay, and nmcli co-operai.ion for its projicr 
execution. I'eiiions possessing a vei uacular knowledge of the Irish language, and 
accustomed to tran.scnhc Irish MSS., must be employed in the work of eojiying 
and translating. These iignin would require the superiiitemlence of accomplished 
scholars, versed in history, jiiriapruduicc, archanilogy, and ])hiiology. Moreover, 
it would he necessary to procure copies or collations of MSS. in reinole places. 
The work, alien completed, would lie an extensive one, occupying a large folio 
volume, which would po,sscss Imt liille popular interesr. and would be consulted 
only by a limited class of historical readers, Taking all these circumstances into 
account, we are convinced that, notwithstanding its intrinsic iinportance, the pub- 
lication of the aiidcnt Irish laws could not be ollected in the ordinary manner, 
and must be nnderiakeii by the Government, if it is ever to be accomplished 
at all. 

The present time affords facilities for the execution of the design now proposed. 
During the progress of the Ordnance. Survey of li'eland, several persons acquainted 
with the Irish language were employed to collect information on mutters of topo- 
graphy mid ancient history. Under the direction of tlie officers conducting the 
survey these persons became well instnieted and disciplined scholars, in a few 
years more this advantage will be irreEiievably lost. The taste for anti(|uanati 
scholur.ship amongst the lower classes in Ireland is nearly extinct ; whilst death 
aud emigration are fa,st removing the few individuals wlio possessed the qualifica- 
tions jiist mentioned. Without the aid of such labourers the task of transcribing 
and translating tho Brehon laws would become one of extreme, if not hopeless, 
difficulty. 

There 
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There &r© some circumstaiioes wliich would render the publication of those 
ancient laws peculiarly iutei’estiiig in the eyes of lire politician. It is not iiiijiro- 
bable that the habits of thought and action prevailing amongst the native Irish 
arc reflected in the laws which they framed for themselves before tlmy were 
afFec.ted by foreign infliieiices, and to wdiich they continued to cling with obstinate 
tenacity, oven for centuries after they had been compcllccl to sulmiit to British 
rule, ibe Brchoii laws were actually appealed to so late as the reign of Charles I. 
We must not, therefore, be surprised to find some traces yet remaining of their 
cficct upon society. 

We would also suggest that good results w'ould be obtained by exhibiting the 
real state of this country at a remote period of its history- It would then be 
found tlial false ov exaggerated notions have been ontertaiiied of the well-being 
of society and the advancement of clvili-atinn in early times. Ireland never 
enjoyed a golden age. It would be more truu to say, that she suflerod for many 
ages under an iron feudalism, which administered essentially different laws to the 
rich and to the poor. Igiiorauce on this head has certainly created in some 
minds an nnieasonable diasatisrfiction with the pi'esoiit order of tluiigs, am! a 
perverse disposition to thwart the efforts of those who are doing their utmost 
to ameliorate it. Nothing could be more efficacious in dispelling such morbid 
national prejudices than a complete publication of the ancient Irish laws. 

Lest it should be supposed that any national partiality has aflected the opinion 
wliicb we have ourselves formed, w'c beg to direct your Excdleiicy’s attoiition to 
the accompanyiug copies of letters on this subject from, Mr. Hallam, M. Guixot, 
Professor Ranke, and Professor Grimm. Oilier Enalish and foreign scholars of 
the highest eminence have in .similar terms expressed the deep interest with which 
they regard it. 

Respecting the several matters briefly touched upon in the present coinmuniea- 
tioTi, we propose to lay before your Excellency more ample details in a report 
founded on tlio mass of information wliich we have gathered. It is our desire to 
confirm the general statements here made by extracts from the Irish laws and 
records of all kinds. But the preparation of such a report must be attended with 
considerable lalionr, and could not be accomplished very I’apidly by persons having 
other oHicial duties to discharge. We, therefore, pray 3 -oar Excelleiicv 1 o, inform 
us whether it is your pleasure that we should draw up siich a full report, mid to 
signify the latest lime at which you could ]ierinit.us to present it. We enter- 
tain the hope that your Excellency, having the case fully set before yon, will see 
sullicient grounds to warrant you in reconimciitliiig the application of public funds 
to the purposes here contemplafcd. At the same time, wo apprehend that rlie 
materials for the decision of the Government must be furnished by us at an early 
period, if any grant for the publication of the Brelum laws is to be ineliuled in the 
Estimates for the present }'ear. 



1.9 February 18.52. 



We have, fee. 

(signed) Janei' IJ. Todd,D.i). 

Charles Graves, d. j>. 



Tlie Earl of Clarendon having resigned the office of Lord Lieutenant 
of Indand a ffw d.ays after the preceding report had been presented, a copy of it 
was laid^hefore his successor, the Earl of Eglinton, togechor with a letter request- 
ing bis Excellency s instructions. ',lo this the Coiniuissioners received the follow- 
ing reply : 

” “Dublin Castle, 27 April 1852. 

“With reference to your letter of the 22d instant, enclosing a copy of a report on 
the publication of theBrchoii laws, I am directed by the 1-ord Lieutenaut to inform 
you, tbut his Excellency, having before him llie information therein contained,' 
doe,s think it necessary that you should at present draw uu such a full Report, 
as the Commissioners propose. In the papers already submiitod to him he scos 
sufficient grounds to warrant him in recommending the publication of those laws; 
and Ins Excellency has accordingly forwarded the report, with the accompanying 
■apyrs, for the favourable consideration of the Lords Commissioners of i-ter 
.ajesty’s fjoasury. 

rp , _ “I am, &c. 

Jo the Rev, (fliarles Graves, D. n.” (signed) John IVijnnL-r 
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appendix. 



No. 1 . 

Letter fioni Sir Francis Maddm. 

gj,. British Museum, n Juue 1851. 

It is with much willingness I adti my testimony in favour of the jmblicatjou of the ancient 
Brehon laws of IrelamI, as I am convinced that a very important service would thereby be 
rendered to Celtic history and philology. It is indeed havchy possible to conceive, alter the 
publication of the Anglo-Saxon and Welsh laws, that the Government should refuse to aid 
a design having an object so desirable as the one you have so ably stated m the bug-ges- 
tions” for the transcription and printing of the ancient Irish code, 

‘ I remain, eCC- 

(signed) J. Madden. 



No. 2. 

From Henry Hallam, Esq. 

Dear Sir 24, Wilton Crescent, 8 July 1 851. 

I AM very glad to.-i^air the unlucky abstraction of my former Jetler, by repeating its 
contenla as far as 1 recollect them. i,. r ,> 

There catr be, as it seems to my apprehension, no doubt that the publication ot the 
ancient Irish laws, as a imtioinil undertaking, would be honourable to our Governinenl ; 
and'! may add, that after the Welsh and Anglo-Saxon laws have been so handsomely 
published, it is really no more tlian “justice to Ireland,” of whicli one often hears, that 
she should be placed on the same levcd. But, in a literary view, such a publicalion would 
be of high value. The Brehon laws, with wliich I can claim no great acquaintance, are the 
most ancient, perhaps, in their ekmenls at least, which we possess, and must illustrate a 
history so obscure and so perverted by fable as that of Ireland, Laws do more to give a 
notion of society than the brief chronicles or the suspicious traditions, which alone survive 
amono- an uncivilised people. I trust, therefore, that your laiiitable anxiety to secure for 
literature those venevablo documents, which so few are left to interpret, will not fail of- 
success ; and 1 am happy to bear testimony to my sense of its being well-founded. My 
own jiulgment is, of course, only built on a general knowledge of tlie subject, to which my 
attention has not been particularly called. But 1 am convinced iliat all British imtiquaries 
will agree in the opinion I have expressed, 

I am, &c. 

Rev. Professor Graves. (signed) Henry Hallam.. 



No. 3. 

Extract from a Lettgs addressed to the Rev. Charles Graves by li. G. Latham, Esq. 

“ I AM prepared to believe that the Brehon Laws arc unsurpassed, and probably imequalied' 
in value by any work hitherto unpublished.” 



No. 4. 

■■ From M, Guizot. 

Val Richer (par Lisieux Calvados), 

My dear Sir, -• 1'^' Aout 1851. 

Pardonnez-moi si jc n’ai 'pas repondii plutot <H votre lettre du !"■ Juillet dernier. Des. 
voyages, des affaires, des dSrengemens, ne m'ont laisse aucuii loisir. J’espdre que ma 
ruponse vous avrivera Giicore,- a teiiis pour que vous cn puissiez faire I’usage que vous 
deairez. • 

Je regrette de n’avpir pas garde copic de la premiere lettre que j’ai eu rhonneuv de vous- 
■&rire ; je vous la renverrais purement et simplemeiit. 

Je regarde la publication de vos anciennes lois Irlandaises comnie de la plus grande 
importance pour Ics etudes hiatoriqiics, non seulemeiit chez vous, muis dans toule I’lfurope. 
Ces lois sont le monument a la fois le plus ancieu et le plus recent de la vieille civilisation 
des piemiiive.“ populations Europeennes; puisqu’elles remontent i une epoque plus reculee 
et Bont rest^es cn vigueur jusqu’k une epoque plus rapprochee de nous qu’aucun autre' 
recueil de ce genre. Elies sont en outre le monument le plus pnr, le plus exempt de tout 
mdlange Stranger, qui nous reste de I’etat social de la race Celtique. Nous autres bAancais,. 
qui avoirs tnnt de peine a demdler, dan nos origines, relement Celiique, I’elernent Iloui’aui, 
et I’cldraent Gennaniqne, nous avous un iiit4ret particulier <\ hi publication des anciennes 
lois Irlandaises, et'cette publication causerait certaineraent, parmi les homines qui s’adon- 
nent chez nous aux etudes historiques, une vive satisfaction. . J’espere que votre Gotiverne- 

ment 
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meat vous aidera a fairc, au inoiide savant, cet utile present. Ce sera le corapldment de ce 
qu’il a cl6ju fait par la publication dc-s lois Galloises et des lois Anglo -Saxoiines. Vous 
metiea, eu ce moment, sous les yeux dii public Europeeii, tomes les ricliesses des socidtes 
modevnes; iivrcz lui aussi et placez a sa porlee tons leg debris des socidtds ancieimes qui 
ont vecu sur votrc territoire. La reconnaissance de nos savans nc sera pas au8.si bruyante 
quecellede nos fabricans; la Sorbonnc ne vous domiera pas des fdtes aussi maguiliques 
que I’tiotel de Ville; mais die seiitira vivemfiit le prix dc ce que tcius aiivez fait pour la 
science, et die saura en profiler. 

Soycz assez bon, my dear sir, pour me teiiir an couraut dc ce qui sem decide sur cette 
question, et recevez, jc vous prie, I’assurance de ina consideration et de nies sentlmens les 
plus distingiies. 

Rev. Charles Graves, I), n. (signed) Guizot. 



No. o. ■ . 

From Leopold Ranke. 

(Extract.) 

Berlin, 3 August 1861. 

It was with much interest I received the information that several influential members of 
the Royal Irish Academy are occupied with the project of publishing that very remarkable 
monument of old Irish legislation called the Brehon Laws. 

Pcrliiips those laws, thus preserved, are not so very ancient as has been supposed. It 
is also possible that in their composition old Northern and Germanic influences have not 
been entirely excluded. But they cannot fail to contain a rich , stock of genuine historical 
knowledge. 

In the institutes of the old Irish judges, deiived from early iiiauners and customs, the 
primitive ideas of the nation may be discovered ; and it will be also particularly curious to 
investigate the analogy and the dissimilarity between the Irish and Welsh Jaws. 

Imperfect fragments of the Lcgee Brehouicce have been aheudy presented to the public, 
hut tbev have merely tended to awaken curiosity; whereas a complete collection of them, 
well deciphered aucl faithfully interpreted, would he a valuable acijuisition to science ; and 
I consider that their publication would not only be meiitorious, but is in fact a national 
duty. 

llev. Charles Graves, D. D. (signed) Leopold Ranke. 



No. 6. 

From Jacf/b Grimm. 

Berlin, den 8 August 1861. 

Aufgefoedeut liber eine in Irland heabsiebtigte Herausgabe der Brehon Laws mich zu 
aiissern, evklave icli : 

I. Dass ich mit dem Gegenstand nur cliirch die Abhandlung von Edward O'Reilly im 
14 Band der “Transactions of the Irish Academy,” so wie duich die Capitula selecta ex 
antiqua Canonum, culkcLionc facia in Hibernia secuio circiter viii. in B’Achevy, Spicilegiunt, 
ed. Baris, 1723, tom. i. p. 45)2-507, bekannt bin. Biese Canones miissen mit di-inaltirischen 
Rccht vietfacb ziisammen hangen, iind einen Massstab fiir die Beurthciluncr der in Irland 
aufbewahrten spatercii Handschriften der Brehon Laws darreicben. 

II. Sollten aiich die ILindschriften niclit liinausgehn iiber das vierzchiite und fiinfzehnte 
.Tahrhuiidert, so kbnnen sic glcichwohl einen weit alteren Inhait bergeii. Er muss sich 
ergcbcu liieils uus der BeschafFenheit des Fenischen Dialects, in Welchein sle der Angabe 
iiacii ubgelasst siiul, theils aus der Ait und Welse der Rei'hts-Bcstimmungen selbst, wena 
man dazii die Gesetze der ilbrlgeii Vblker vergleicht, namentlich der Welichen, der Scan- 
dinuven luid der ubrigeii Deutseben. Ich erlaube mir ein Beispiel aufzusteUen. Juil. 
Cmsar, Biodov, Pompon. Mela, melden nns, class die Galiiev- iliie Leichen verhiannten, 
clas Christeiithum abor hob diesen Gebrauch auf. Entlialtoii. fmu die Brebon Law’s, indem 
sie von Grubern reden, nochSpuren des Leichenbrands, so >t>i'hellt’dafaus, dass ihre erste 
Fassung liber die christUche Zeit hhmuf in die Hcidnische reicht; ich veimuthe das, denn 
jenc Canones, libr. xlii., cap. 26 , besagen ausdriicklicli primis temporibus reges tantum %epc- 
liebanCur in basilica, num ceteri homines sive igni sivc ucervo lapiditm condjti s}int. Natilrlieh, 
kaim liber ein einzelncr Punkt niclits entscheiden, sondera mehrere IIius^en ziisammen 
trcIFeii. 

Den europaischen Historikern und Philologen, die sich becifem warden ehie Menge 
Holcher Uiitersiichungen anzustellen, liegt ein werthvolles und vviclitiges Denkmal dee 
Irisc.hen Alterthums noch versclilosscn. Es ist der Wlirde des Jrischen und Uriiischen 
Volks angemessen eine Ausgabe der Brehon Laws zu veranstalten, wic aie beieits fur die. 
Laws of Wales erfolgt ist. 

Rev. Charles Graves, D.n, Jacob CSrimm. 
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(Translation.)' 

Borlin, 8tli i\ug'iist ISril. 

Being applied to for an expression of my opinion respecting llu- proposed publication of 
tlie Brehon Laws, I beg to slate, — 

I. That my knowledge of tiie subject is derived exclusively from tlie Essay of Edward 
O’Reilly, in ilie fouiteeiitli valiime of the Transactions of the lloyul Irish /Vcadsmy, und 
frara Ciqiilula i:dccta ex ant'upia Cnnoniivi wlktctiwip. fucla in ililwitic secuh circiter 
via. in O’AchtTy’a Spiril-ginm, ed. Paris, 1720. Tlicsc canons must have an Tiitimate 
connexion with the ancient Irish jurisprudence, and furnish a criterion by wliich to judge 
of the value of the iater manuscripts or tlie Brchon Law.s preserved in ii elund. 



II. Supposing even that the manuscripts rendi no furtlier back than the i'ouitecath iind 
fifteenth centuries, their contents may, nevertheless, be much more ancient. This may be 
made lo appear, partly from the nature of the h’enian dialect, in which they fii'e said to be 
composed ; and partly from the imiUvr and foini of the euuetnients tlicmst-lves, when they 
come lo be compared with the laws of other nations, as, tor instance, the Welsh, llxi Soun- 
dimivian?, and the other Gcithuii' races. T may be allowed to give an example of tliis. 
Julius Ceesar, Diodorus, and Pomponius Mela inforui ns that tlic Cluuis used to linni their 
dead. Christianity abolish(‘d this custom. I f, tberefore, t.lii' Bi'chou Laws, wlicii treating 
of sepulture, still conlain auy truces of cremation, it cleiirly l()llow.s tliat their original com- 
positinn reaches beyond the Gliiistuiii period, and back into th-.it of Paganism. ! coiijccLiire 
that this will be found to be the case; for the canonB above mentioned, lib. xlii. cao. 2fi, 
declare expicssly, prmiL- impun&us reges Inntum s^pelieb.-intur in. basUiru, u<im‘ cetei-i 
homines si/;e ignijti-.e arerw lupiduni coiidili sunl." No doubt a single point can delemiiue 
nothing, bi^,i^veral coincidences must be estublisbed. 

To .tire htsioriaiis and philologists of Europe, who would be anxious to undertake many 
reaetirches "f this kind, a valuable and iiriportant momnneiu of Irish anticjuity remaiiis us 
^yitslnitup. it is only sullaldc to the dignity of the Iri.sh mul Bi itish nation to cliect the 
pnbliciitiou of the Bi'clum Laws, as lias been already accomplished in the case of tlie Laws 
of Wales. 



Rev. Charles Graves, d.d. 



(signed) Jacob Grimiru 



SUGGESTIONS witli a view to the Transcription and I'nidication of tlie MSS of the 
BiiEiroN Laws, now in the Libiiiiics of the British Museum, .the Cn' 
the Royal Irish Academy, and Trinity College, Dublin. 



cn-ity of O.vl'ord, 



Ik Tie public bbpunes of Greal Britain and Ireland are preserved a mimber of MSS in 
the Irish larage, containing copies of the anciein Irish la, vs, commoidv culled the Brehon 
Lewj together with eommentaries upon them, and written for the most pint in the fourteenth 
and fifteenth centuries. Without assenting to the stiitomeiits nnide liy a certain class of 
wnters, who have not hesitated to represent these docuinents ns (aithfid transcrinls of a code 
/tamed Ihiitteen centuries ago, it eaiinot he denied that, in their present state, tliey hour the 
marks of great antiquity, and are of singular imerest. ^ 

Will circiimstmces concur In support the opinion, that a. tlie Brelion Laws eoiitiniied 
to have orcein Ireland m comparatively recent limes, so the extant copies exhdiil rhein in 
the corjd.tion in which tlie, eststed a thousand years ago. The invasion of the Dimes failed 
to produce arty appreciable change m the eiislonis or legislution of Ireland tlioiu.-h they 
maintained setlleuieiils on its coast for three hundred yeirs. A-, in tlie A i..|n Nnnm.o 
eompiest left the Brehon W still snb.sisting, in spite 'of rigorl IciL ^ o” h m 
any appeal lo them, Aoglo-Sorm.n imbles settled on tire lands, end ti.kim. the place of 
Insli etiiuftiim.-, choic to accoiimiudate thumselves to Ibo k:c loci. ; ho tliat it^wa^ nm imti) 
pWefof thrisSbo^^ «“»pleMly displaced the deciaioES and the 

ITie conlenla el the laws which have been preserved are very various, and may bo found 
to liove-mportant bearings upon the existing c.imdition of society in Ire and. Srane re "to 
to offences against pet, or; ami property, and regrdalc in the most iniuute manner the 
to be paid hy the ofcnders, ns Wei as the compensations to be received by the hpu .d 
parties, or their representatives. Others prescribe the prices to be paid for Lrk do ,” or 
arliel: s l>«re hiiscd, A very mteiesPng class of laws lays down the privileges SLw to 
tonX oflaod. to tl.e“dismb,ition'und 

It must be apparent that dneuments of such a nature are of great importanee, not only a» 

illastiiumg the ouslonls Olid eha, actor of the ancient Irish, but'oven a, throwing Ml Lm 

Biitrsh hlanrls mncl. of their primitive kngn,,ge° and usages. Tl'ic forrr'remams'to” tl k 
day. It ts thersfore imrcasoimbk to dsay th».«baJ,ility of their Ivi.im, .h ! ‘ ‘ ! 

such remnants of the latter as might serve to supply the philosophic h'storSin tlth'^vaSe 

materials. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ANCIENT LAWS AND INSTITUTES OF IRELAND. J 

nmlerkls.* It ought to bo added, that the study of comparative philolojvy would be pio- 
moted io no ordiirar, way by the pobliealioo of the ancient Itiah laws. 1 hey ave wnltei, 
in a dinleet almost as cliffmei.t from the vemacnhu- Ii iali of the present day as Angc-Saion 
is from Enelish. Tliey abound, too, in tccihnioal terms and titles or peisons, which are 
obviously among the most unvarying pavt.s ,vf a la.n-mige. Fi'Om no s.airoe could tie 
seholar 'eagaueiria analysing the Celtic l.aiiguages, and d.termmmg thc.r rulanmi to (he 
other brunidies of the Iiuio-Euvopean Simily, derive moie ahmidnnt oi' preoions matenalsj 
Tilt' preseiii time is Ikvourable for tlie execution oi the cle^ien mnv pm|.)(i8ed. IHmii” the 
ro8- of the Onluiii.ce Survey of Irulaud, several |>eii«m9 possessing a vemacuhirknow- 
• of Ibt- Irish laiio'mme, und' famili ir with wen; mupluyed lo coilcct iiitoviuiitmn 

onLnhieolsof t..|»,gra|.hv and ancient Idatory. Under the diivclion oi the ofiicers coa- 
ducling the survey, tbeae peraons became well iostructol ami diseiplincd scholars, purhups 
better qiiiiliti. d than any men wlio liavi; lived within tho last ceutiuy, to pertonn the task ol 
irim-liitine: ilic livelu'u Laws. 

in a f.'W vear- more this advanltige would bo iiTfincvably lost. 1 he tasti: bn- auLtqiuinan 
'.St the loner oiasses in Irulitud is nearly c.-itliict ; whilst deiitb tint] eim- 
thefew remuiniu;- Sjieoitueus uf the Irish ScunticMu. The co- 
■ai aiioc! uiiu suuei uu.miucnce of more iiccoiii|)lislu;4 sciiolars, vorseil in lii-tory, ureluiiolotiy, 
rispnidence, ;md pbiluiogy, would no. doubt be iiidisponsabie for the coiiipletimi of iho 
work ; but witlioiit the aid of siiuh lub uir -rs as have beer^i just nioiiticmecl, tbi^ first operation 
of extractiuc the ore, as it were, from the mine, woii!ci'\becomo one of extreme, il not 
hupeU ss, diffi' uity. ' ■ • ,i 

AbundaiiL cxamijlKS might be re.lemid to in proof of the iinYlO' tftnce nttacbed in othar 
countries Io the pnbbcall.)ii of records similar to those now i>.iider consideration, ihfit 
govenmient® of mony foreign countries liiive devoted the funds of State to the pablka- 
tion of their nationui iinuals and laws. Uiulcr the aiispiees of the R^yal Actitlomy of St. 
Pctersbui'uh. and at the ex[Mmsc of the empire, a complete collection is itnvi.;^iiig made of 
ail the known documents m any way hearing upon tlie history of that cbiouit^' The 



prog] 



scholui'ship 
gi'iitinn arc 

operation and snperintemlence of more 



* This c-oursfi nf in(|uiv\- was indicated by tin- illustrious Leibihti!, in his “ Collcutanoa Etymologica” : 
“Postreiiio !id pui-tiuk'nilam vot certe r’uldu proirmveiubim LUe.raturain CalUoam, dihguntius iiugiUB 
J/jiierwiofa studiiim adjuiigeackim ccinjeu, v.t Lloyclius cgvegie fauci'c uespit. Nam, uli alibi jam admoimi, 
rpioiniiilinodiiin Aiigli fiiui-u euiunia Saxonmu, et lirituunl eiiiissio vctcrum CclfUTVim, Gallonuu, Cimbroruin ; 
itft IJibonii sunt propugn aiitapiorum .Ik'itiuuiibo luilntiitonnii, Cubmis Celiids Ciiuiii'id.sciiu; iiiiiimillb, ai ut 
sin dioain insdiis, aiirf'rioraui, lliwjue ut ex Anglkiis liiigiUD veteruiii Saxrmam, ot cx Ciimbriois vetenmi 
Giillorum, ita c.x lUbeviiiuis vetiistionini tuluue Celtanim tievmanoruiuvc et ut geiiemlitcv dit'iim aucoloriiin 
Oceani Hntamiiui uismariuonim nutiquilatos ilUisti'imtnr. Et. si iilt.i'n lllbuniiaui cs.sot aliipui iuimlii Cetfciol 
suniimiis, cjiis filo iu muho iidliiii; luitlguiova iliK-erciiuir.’' — {Lcih. Op. vul. iv. p. l.'il .) 

'I'lu! fojifiwiiig piissagi', ill a letter adurossed by Leibnits to Dr. William tVcttrui, the learned editor of tin* 



•, but i 



a Buttideiitly dilferciit to mukc it 



a Walliuie,*” vontidiis a statement uf the -s 
deserving' of ‘(notation : — 

*• Ponc) Kiberiuis eveilidoiiiii profeotos ex ainiiiuis Uritannis ; et iniijoi-is ftdliuc rnitiquitatis testes osse. 
Solent eniin venire insulaiKe gentes ox vioino iiuoro eonthieiids, ct lutilLiis in remotioribiis locia aiitinua. 

“ Ut igitnr ox Atiglis vcstiis disount nostvl Saxoni-s pnrtera suaruin antiquitatnm, ita ex Britunnis vestris 
disonuius uoiniihil, (jiii.A awnin Cimbronun tinlu Saxoiie.s ; cL ex Jlibei'iiis, <[iii in Uritamiia fiieiint .into has 
Biituiiiios ; adcoqiic tjni in oismariiio littorc auto ipsos Cimbrus,” — {10.^ p. 210.) 

(- if. jVdoiplie Pictet, iu his “ Memoir oii the Affinity of tlio Celtic Langniiges ivitli the Sanskrit,’ spoke 
thus of the salijcet which he undertook to discuss : — 

“ 1! Old. temps do Lrnnohoe ciitin cette question: ruiioieiiuete Je co.s iiliuiiies, Ic iiumbto et I’inipoidnnco 
histfiiiquo do iiaiv.? inomimHOts eorits, jiresquo ineounns eneoi'e, le fait C(u’ils ronfojunoiit uiie partie des 
origiiies do In laiigiio Fruuyaise: tout se rouuit pour roveillcr riutiirot sur ces curieiix ddbris do la primitive 
Europe. Ell atrendiiiit des trnviiiix plu.s ooiu|jie;s sur loiii' hisioiro, travimx <jui no peuvonfc 6tre cntruprLs 
iwoc .-iiict^s {[Lie par les HriTanfs natiiniiuix, on pout, au inoyeii des ninteriavix existuats, lea lattaohcr k lour 
Toritidilo aniiche, (jui est, stms controdit, Jndo-Europdaimo.” — (P. vi.) 

The iiitci'ost of rheme pliilotcgic.id reaenrchr.s, and tliciv hoaring upon historicu] slndieB, are wtll stated by 
M. I'ietvt ill tile following passage of the same ivork ; — 

•' Jc icipitrnu iui, nvec (|uelques nouveaux d6vel()pi)eineuts. eo quo j'ni dit dans nin troisiilme lettre a 
M, de Schlegel (‘ Joui'nid Asintiqua,' stirie, t. ii., p. d.l.o, at siiiv.j sur lea avnnuiges qu'oftVira I’etude dea 
laiigni.'s Celtiqne.s pour la aolution des grandca questions relativos ii rovigine et ii 1‘iiistoiro de la race Arieune 
oil Indo-Europouuie. 

“ Lii viicH CeliLque, etahlic dbs lea temiis lea (ilua nuciens dans I’Enropo oecidentale, a dA y airiver U 
pirumibro, et, aelon toute I'vobabilite, elle s’est sdpai ee avant Jea aiitres de la Houdic oonimuiie. Cette oircua- 
stnnea jionvraic cxpliquor pent 6tie pmirqnoi les liingiies Celtique.s, ii c6td d’unc jilua grande riclicase eit 
radkau.x Indo-Kiivoii^ens, uif'reut uii aystoiiu; iiiuins coniplet de ioniies grainimiiioates qne la plupart dea 
autres loranches d: la familic ; suit qu a V4ptiqii« de la sepiiration, I’ensoinblo da ces foiuics neftt pas onoore 
atteint tout son devcioppamenl, soil, ce qul wst plus probable, ini'uu temps plus long ait cxoru4, suns ca 
nippovt, uny iiiJluoueo plus do-stnietive. (iuoi nu’ilen soit, ]os antilogies de cos longues avec lo Siinsovit nous 
j'Rportent k I’-dpoiiuo la plus anciwme it Impiclle nous piiissone nftcindre par la pliilologlu conipiu'dc, et 
dcTleuncat ninsi ime des donneea los plus iinporfautus (joiir recherche)' qiicl degi-6 de developjioiiioiit avait 
ntlcint la hmgue-uiere de toutn In I'auiillo. Aiiisi, par oxiniiplu, I’examcn des idiomes Critiques me parait 
doniontm uvoc cvidenco fju’au inoment dc la scptn-ulion, la Imigne-inire possMait diijii tout un syst4me de 
lois ouphoniques, quo le Simaevit a lu mieux cunsorvC, si bleu quo cvrtaiiias auonmlios dii Ccltique truuvent’ 
ciicorc luur explication dans les rbgles vniihoniques do I'idiome saerS do ITiicle. L’ensembln des formes 
gi-ainnii\ticiiles, ainsi quo le sy.stbim.- de derivatioa et de coiupoaition, ponrj'ont otre I'ninet d'investigations 
aiiaWuoa._ 

*' sujet do racherulics plus attrnyaiit encore, e’est I'fctM de oiviliBation qu'avait atteint le peuple-pbre do 
wBt0 Ih nice Indo*Enroj;6enuB. Unt coinparaisorf appi'ofondic, et I6tij6ui"s fondle su'r les vi'ftis priwripes 
ctyuiologiques, das ternics applujuiis i. designer Ics objuts de la vie materiells, les luiiuiaux domestiques uu 
sauTuacB. Ic.a plantfis iitilei h. rhonnne, les produita do I'industriu Iiuinaine, puis, aiirtout, des expressions qul 
a 1 oi'gaijisation socialo, A la vie iiitelloctuelio, uux oroyanoea religieusea, pourraient, k oe que je- 
'■ question uiie hunibre inatteudue.” 



so rattdohent 
hi jeter 
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national resources of Fiance and Germany have long ago effected the publication of the 
Salic Law and of the CoHes of the Ripuunan Franks, the Burstuiulians, unci the Visigoths. 
More recently the Danish Government furnished the means of publishing the leelaiidio 
Laws, documents remarkably similar in their nature to the ancient laws of Ireland. 

It is not necessary, however, to point to exariiples derived from the practice in other 
countries, when a precedent exactly applicable has been lately furnished in oui' own. The 
codes of the Anglo-tiaxon Kings occupy one of the volumes published at the expense of the 
iiatioivby the Commissioners of public records " and in another of these volumes, prhited in 
the year 1S4I, are contained the ancient Welsli I;aws. In both cases, along with the original ' 
text, are given a translation and a glossary. 

^ From these stores of early English and'BritisJi liistoiy modern writers have derived copious 
information. A reference to Mr. Kemble’s leffrned work on “tliu Anglo-Saxons ’’ will sliow 
how much and how skilfully ho has availed hiojiselfof his knowledge of their laws, The pub- 
lication of the Welsh Laws has not yet produiced such valuable fruits. But it is certain Unit 
® of them with the Irish Laws vv^uld be attended with important l•e^nlts. ihirts 

of them which appear obscure would tlius/receive cliicidatlou, and accinire a fresh interest, 
fn fact, it may be said that the publicati^^ of the Irish. Laws is essential to the coinplctioii 
of the work undertaken by the Comn^sioners of Records. Many purposes winch it was 
intended to promote by the publicatioji/of the Law.s of England and Wales would be I’artlierecl, 
in like manner, by the piibliciition ifff those of Ireliiiul. These works arc alike calciilatcd to 
aid the labours ol the historian a;fid the philologist. Perhaps oven there arc ciiciuastaiiccs 
which would render the pnldirKhtiori of the' Bi-ehon I.aws especially interesting in the eyes of 
tile politicmn who has studfied smcl been perplexed by the imomai'ics of Irish character. Ls 
It unlikely that the IrishMn’s habits of thought and action were, in the first instance, reflected 
in his laws, and have l^i influenced, even clown to the present time, by institutions to whicli 
• nis countrymen clyS-r for centuries with a desperate tenacilv? The uimicnt Irish had 
nearly as miicVi'cspect for their laws as for their religion. If this be so, the niditician 
the present state of Irdaiid ought to acquaint himself with its ancient laws, us 
ueiw^the best exponents of its early history.* 

May wc not conjecture, too, thac exaggerated notions of the M'cil-being of society anil the 
advancement of civilization in remote periods of Irish history, combine with other knses to 
create m some minds an undue dissatisfaction with the pre,sent order of things, and a ner- 
verse disposition to thwart the efforts of those who are doing their utmost to”unclluratc it ? 
iyotlmig could lie more ellicacioiis to dispel errors of this kind tlian a statement of the real 
facts of the case, wiiidi probably could be elucidated in no other way so completely ns by 
the publication of the code of BieLcm Laws. ^ ^ ^ 

The expense of execuiing the design now suggested would not be considerable, Recent' 
researches earned on by .scholars in Ireland have led to the collection .,f materials available 
in the translation of the laws. It might, therefore, be safely calculated that the cost of m-e- 
panng an edition of them would fall short of what has been expended in publishing the 



volume of the Welsh Laws. 



No. 8. 



We have Pi.per intil^^ Suggestions with a View to the Transcription and 

Publication of the Mb&, of the Brehon Xaws,” and are of opinion that it would be 
desirable to have these suggestions carried into effect by the publication of i, complete and 
well-edited coHeciion of the ancient Laws of Irelnnd. 

We concave th«t sneh a woik would bo a proper siippleiuent to the voliinie .5 of the Aiwlo- 
Saxon and Welsh Laws alteruly pubh.lietl by the aiilbority of the llrilisli Oovetnmem ?md 
would be highly conducive to the promotion of bistorioal atd philological knowledgr 



•(signed) 



Maziere Brady, C. 

.Leinster. 

Bunraven. 

liosse. 

Monleaglc. 

Talbot de Malahide. 

JVewcastk. 

Mahon. 

T. B. C. S7nith, M. E.. 

Francis BlacJihurne, Chief Jus- 
tice, Q. B. 

Z). Chief Baron. 

James H. Monahan, Cliiet Jus- 
tice, C. P. 

John Romilly, M. R. 

'T. R. Robinson, d.d.. Pres 

R. I. A. 



H. Lloyd, Ex--Pres. R.I.A. 

I E. R. JdmuiUon, Ex-Pres. 11. 1. A. 
./. B. Todd, n. n., gee'. R. I. A. 
John Yimvg, m.p. 
iFm. MoxsbU, m.p, 

F. Freiic/t, m . i>. 

L. J. Renehan, a-.r,., Pres. Royal 
College of Maynuoth. 

George Mooi-e, m.i>, 

WijncLham Goold, m.p. 

Avymtus Stafford, m.p. 

T. B. Macatilaj/. 

George A. ILumilton, m.p. 

James H'hUeside, m.f. 

Joseph Nnyier, m.p. 

Robert Harry I/ig/is, Bart, m.p, 
Sidney Herbert, m.p. 



• Admirable 
of nations, 



lainples of the use to la mailtt of ancient laws, as iliuitraiivo of n.f. > i 

to he found in M. Guisot’s “ Hiafoiy of Civilization.” ‘ liistory and elmraeter 
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II.— COMMISSION. 

By the Lords Justices General and General Governors of Ireland. 



E. Blakmey, l. j. 

Weebeas it is cleomod expedient for the promotion of historical knowledge and 
otherwise, that a complete collection of the ancient laws of Ireland should ho 
published, and that in order thereto a selection should be nuulo of documents and 
writings containing the said laws, and the same should be transcribed and trans- 
lated under the direction and siiperintemlcnce of competent persons : 

the Lords Justices General and General Governors of Ireland, do hereby 
constitute and appoint the Right lloiiourahle Francis Blackbume, Lord High 
Chancellor of Ireland ; the Right Honourable William Earl of Rossc ; the Riglit 
Honourable Edwin Richard Wyndham, Earl of Dunraven and Mountrath; the 
Right Honourable Thomas Lord M'ontcagle of Brandon; the Right Honourable 
James Lord Talbot dc Malaliicle ; the Right Honourable David Richard Pigot, 
Lord Chief Baron of Her Majesty’s Court of Exchequer; the Right Honourable 
Joseph, Napier, Her Majesty’s Attorney General for Ireland ; the Reverend 
Thomas Romney Robinson, Doctor of Divinity ; the Reverend James Hentliornc 
Todd, Doctor of Divinity ; the Reverend Charles Graves, Doctor of Divinity ; 
George Petrie, Doctor of Laws, and Thomas Aiskew Larcoin, Major in Her 
Majesty’s Ariny, to be Commissioners to direct, superintend, and carry into effect 
the transcription and translation of the ancient lasys of Ireland, and the prepara- 
tion of the same for publication ; and we hereby authorise the said Commissioners, 
or any three or more of theni, of whom one of the following persons, that is to say, 
the said Karl Of ’Rosse, .Karl of Dunraven and Mountrath, Lord Talbot dc 
Malahide, Thoni.as Romney Robinson, James Henthorne Todd, Charles Graves, 
George Petrie, and Thomas Aiskew Larcom, sliall be one, to select such documents 
and writings containing the said ancient laws as they shall deem it necessary to 
transcribe, translate, and publish, and from time to time to employ fit, and proper 
persons to transcribe and translate the same^ and generally to do all lawful acts 
and things whatsoever which shall be requisite for the purposes aforesaid. 

Given at Her Majesty’s Castle of Dublin, this 1 1th day of November 1852. 

By tVieir Excellencies’ command, 

John Wynne. 



III.— KIRST REPORT. 

Sb', Trinity College, January 1857. 

In connexion with the annual estimate of the expenditixre of tho Commissions 
1 have the honour to transmit, for the information of hia Excollonoy the Lord 
Lieutenant, the following statement of the proceedings of the Commissioners, and 
of the progress made by them up to the present time in the performance of the 
duty entrusted to them. 

Having received their appointment in November 1852, the Commissioners took 
measures, without loss of time, with a view to effect the publication of the ancient 
Irish laws in a form similar to that in which tho Anglo-Saxon and Welsh laws 
were edited by Royal Commissioners in the years 1840 and 1841. 

The first object aimed at by the Commissioners was to procuro faithful copies of 
the various law tracts in the Irish language existing in different libraries. A 
catalogue previously made by Dr. O’Donovan and Mr. Eugene Curry directed 
Riem at once to the. manuscripts which it jivas necessary to consult; and the 
Cornmissionors had no hesitation in engaging those gentlemen to execute the 
Work, of transcri 2 )tien. In order that the work might be prosecuted in tho most 
convenient manner, the Commissioners made application to the Board of Trinity 

190-Sess.2. B College, 
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College, Dublin, the Council of the Royal Irish Academy, the Trustees of the 
British Museum, and the Lihrariaii of the Boclloiaii Library, Oxford, requesting 
the loan of the Irish law mamisoripts preserved in their respective libraries. To 
this apjiealj the governing bodies of Trinity College and the Royal Irish Academy 
answers. From the librarians of the British Museum and of 
the Bodleian Library communications were received, stating that they could not 
comply with the request of the CoiriTnissioners, the regulations of those institutioiia 
not permitting the loan of manuscripts deposited iu them ; but assurances were 
given that every facility would be afforded, both in London and Oxford, to the 
transcribers employed by the Commissioners in copying or collating manuscripts. 

In January 1853, the work was comraciiced in chambers in Trinity College, 
^piopriated to the business of the Commission by the secretary, Dr. Graves. 

he nr-st two months were occupied in collecting, examining, and arranging the 
yanons law tracts contained in tiie manuscripts of 'iTinity College and the Royal 
Irish Academy ; and a general plan was devised in order to facilitate tlie future 
operations of transcription, translation, and final preparation for the press. 

1 _ e transcription of the laws commenced in the month of March 1853 and 
continued without interruption until the close of the year 1855. The coiiyinji- of 
the manuscripts lent to the Coimnissionera by the Board of Tiinity Coliege and 
e Couned ox the Royal Irish Academy having been completed iu April" 1855 
the Lorarmssionera were obliged to direct Dr. O’Donovan and Mr. Curry to pro- 

of transcribing the manuscripts 
E f Bodloian Library. .Much inconvenience 

™ incmTed. In October I 860 , the task of 

transcnption was completed, the total number of folio pages of transcript executed 



By Dr. O’Donovan - 
By Mr. E. Curry - 



2,236 

2,906 

5,142 



woIh b‘;Tri“S™ frs®n‘'“‘ " ““‘P* 

editing commenced, directed tbatLl^rtrm ''-“f ll'® .if™™* ‘elating and 
from which it would be nos, die , ‘™™oripts should be made in anastatic ink, 
deemed necessary. The? were thonru copies as might be 

dfflerent purposes^ without the J multiply copies available for 

ignorance of scriveners Some '• careh-ssness or 

public librariersormektr?ci3“ “P”' ''“P^Bed in 

advantage secured by this arrane-oment*'^^^ n. | but the most important 

and perfectly accurate Index an^l Glostm of compiling a very copious 

the imjiortant and obscure worrl® n ^ tianscribers having marked all 

taken Lt, with the paZgrits°S 

containing 1,028 folio mires Ti-.„c • Conned into a dictionary 

an important contribution has been ml'^TlrCe ul; 

fpjms of the Triali language. ^ engaged m studying the most ancient 

. The’ Index prepared under the direction of tbft r^vT^iw,- • 
headings of all the jiaracrraphs of the different i contains the 

scribed: it was abLnt^IyCecossarv fori?f have been tian- 

senpts differ very mncli iu’^the arrangement of tErcontoite' ”^^^^^ ““ “™“- 

«mere coUeetions of fragments. * This Par!S;rtd:%“llr 

year 1866, and has been c 3 eommencement of the 

number of folio pages of translation executed is as foXw “T™™”' 



By Dr. O’Donovan ^ 
By Mr. Curry . 



- 970 
• 680 

UOO 



Dr. 
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Dr. O’ Donovan lias translated a curious and very auciont law tract having 
reference) to the tenure of land- He lias also made considerable jn-ogress in the 
translation of the Smiclius Mur, a code of laws said to have been coinpiled in the 
middle of the fifth century. The Commissioners have it in couteiiiplation to print 
the text and translation of the first mentioned of these tracts in the course of the 
present year. 

Mr. Curry has translated tracts relating to the constitution of courts ofjustice, the 
office of judges and advocates, the laws of evidence, sm-ety, and_ arrest. _ These 
law'8 will bo found to illustrate, in a rcraai-kahle manner, the social condition of 
Ireland in the middle ages. 

The Commissioners desire to acknowdedge the courtesy of the Belgian autho- 
rities in granting the loan of some Irish manuscripts deposited in^ the Burgundian 
Library, Brussels, and containing some very valuable matter. They regret, how'- 
ever, to state that Monsieur De Decker, the director of the Burgundian Library, 
was obliged to demand the restoration of the manuscripts before tlic transcribers 
employed under tbe Commissioners were able to make all the extracts which it 
was thought desirable to procure. The Commissioners might have secured tbem- 
eelves against this disap])ointment had they been less anxious to_ economise the 
resources at their dis])osal ; and they trust that, through the liberality of Monsieur 
De Decker, they may be enabled to jirocure access to the Brussels inauuscripts at 
some future period. 

The difficulties anticipated by the Commissioners in the execution of their taafe 
do not appear to have been overrated. They arise from the antiquity of tlie 
language, the difficulty of the subject, ami the vcryimperfoct state of preservation 
of the manuscripts. The Commissioners, uevci-theless, are of opinion that these 
difficulties will be ultimately overcome in such a manner as to justify the expec- 
tation wdiich tliey originally expressed as to the value of the work in a hi.storieal 
and philological noint of view. In case any unforeseen event should occur 
calculated to interrupt its progress, tho portion already accomjdisliod under the 
direction of the Commissioners will be sufficient to furnish to future scholars such 
a clue as would euable them to Complete the task. 

I have, &c. 

Colonel Larcom, E.E. (signed) Charles Graves. 

Under Secretary, 

Dublin Castle. 



Estimate of the Actual Amount of Matter in the Transcripts executed 
by Dr. O’Donovan and Mr. Eugene Ciimj. 

The total number of pages of Irish texts transcribed by Dr. O’Donovan. is 
2,2BG. Making allowance for different copies of tlio same document, this is 
reduced to 1,G51 ; and allowing 255 words as the average contents of a page 
of Dr. O’Donovan’s transcript, we got altogether 421,005 words. 

Tbe total number of pages of Irish text transcribed by Mr. Curry is 2,906. 
Making allowance for different copies of tlie same document, and omitting glos- 
sai’ies, this is reduced to 1,563 ; and allowing 198 words as the average .contents of 
a page of Mr. Curry’s transcript, we get altogether 309,474 words. The total 
number of Irish words altogether being 730,4:79 : if we allow 400 words to a 
printed page, we have in all 1,826 pages of Irish text similar to the apecinieii now 
'laid before the Commissioners. Doubling this number, we obtain the total 
number of pages of text and translation, viz., 3,652. To this again must be 
added a fifth part for introductions, indexes, and glossaries. ■ Thus the total number 
of pages of printed matter would be 4,382, or eight volumes, each of about 560 
pages. 

Mr. Thom has estimated tho cost of printing 1,000 copies of a volume of 528 
pages of Irish text and translation at 1.86 A Thus the entire cost of printing the 
eight volumes of Irish Laws iu the propo.sed form would be about 1,550 1. 
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IV.— SECOND REPORT. 



Trinity College, 28 February 1869. 



Since the date of the letter addi-essed to the Uiitlor Secretary for Ireland in 
Janaary 1857, when a statement of the proceedings of the Commissioners up to 
that time was submitted for the information of liis Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, Dr. O’Donovan and Mr. Curry have been unremittingly employed in 
translating the text of the laws. The total number of pages of translation made 
up to the jmesent day is as follows : 




By Dr. O’Donovan 
13y Mr. Cnrry 



- 2,890 pages. 

- 1,859 „ 



1 estimate the probable amount of Irish toxt still to be translated at about 

> pages. A year will probably suffice for the completion of this task, 
ihore IS al.so one law tract in the Bodleian Library at Oxford to be copied and 
translated. ‘■ 

The Comuiissionera have eveiy reason to believe that the whole work of tran- 
scription and traiislatiou will be finished in the summer of the year 1860. 

Dr. O’Donovan and Mr. Curry have prepared the following tables of the con- 
tents of the various tracts which have been already translated.' 

pie number of pages (English MS.) translated by John O’Donovan up to 
February 26th, 1859, is 2,890. Of these pages four volumes are bound, and a 
number of pages, which would make two other volumes, remain unbound. 

The contents of these volumes are as follows : 



(Page 1-446. J. O’Donovan ’s Copy; J. Ovey’s Copy to 498.) 

Page o/ C'ote«a//cy, translated from Rawlinson, 487, and from T C D 

C 3, 5, and H 3, 18. ’ ’ 

(This tract ends on page SKI.) 

" possession of land; translated from 

1 . w. ij,, Ji, g, a, and ±1 g, 17. 

^ojach Besom, the manner of beginning a suit. From Ess 
Of the Confirmatio7i of Big/it and Law. ’ ' 

C. From E 3, 5, 

Of lie sZT! of » Terntorn. From II a, 15. 

subsidies and rent service. From H 2 16 

them From or violating 

Bee Laws. From H 2, l.'j. 

Of Water Mills, MU Maces, S^c. From H 2, is. 

Judgments respecting Loans and Pledges. From* II 2, 15. 

VoL. II. (bound), p. 447-980. 

Page 4«. Begiijs tl,e Sa«fa fc, nr La„ of lie Antient leM. as re-modelled bv 
and ‘tf’ “ 

t! a ''d volume is front'll O^l^mid H 25’l&^ 

„ 917. Begins that part of the Senchus Mar, called the Law of Fosteraae 

’’ ofFSTenanc, 

VoL III. (bound), from page 987 to 1260 

Page «s,. 

Page 



124, 

158. 

238, 



278. 

337. 

346. 

38.3. 

400. 
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ANCIENT LAWS AND INSTITUTES OF IRELAND. 

Page 1107. Begins that division of the SertcJius Mor, called Cain Zanamhna, the Law of 
^ A?an'iage,' and the various rocipracal duties of the different n\cmbera of 

society, such as landlord and tenant, master and servant, &c. 

,, 1177. Begins the last division, of the Smichiis Mor, called Corws Hescna, which 

” regulates contracts made by word of mouth, &c. &c. This ends with the 

volume at p. 1250. 

Voi.. TV. (bound), from page 1351 to I78a. 

Page 1251. Of the various Divisions of Land, hrorn M a, 18. 

„ 1254. Of Dry and Liquid Measures. From E 3, 5. 

„ 125Q. Of ikc different hinds of Advocates or Pleaders. From H 3, 18. 

I, 1257. Of M'rns/auyhfer, 7’hefi, Violation, ^c. From H a, 18. 

1270. Cf lUoodsbed.din<], when death does not ensue. From LI 3, 18. 

,, 1274. Of Bargains and ContTacts. From II 3, 18. 

1279. Of Outlaws, Fugitives from Justice, From H 3, 18. 

,, 1284. Of L<yans, (hings given in charge. From H 3, Ui. 

„ 12G8. Of Wounds, Maiming, kc.. From H 3, 18. 

„ 1300. Of the different lianlis of Society, and their Privileges. From H 3, 18. 

,, 1315. 0/ fAe FtoctfcAs, or horseboys, from Cod. Clarend. vol. 15. This isfollowed 

by an account of the other ranks in society. 

1319. Of Maiming, from Egerton, 90. This is f'oilowed hy various notices of fines 
lor wounds and injuries inflicted on and done to man and beast. 

„ 1347. Of the different periods of Exemption from Faying Debts umoiig the Ancient 

Irish. From H 3, 17. 

„ 1350. Of the Sunday Luzv, from Cod. Clarend., vol. 16. 

1378. A Law-pleading between two families of the MacNatnavas, of Thomond. 
From Clarend., 90. 

„ 1891. Begins die Book of Aiceil, containing Laws by Cormac MacAirt, monarch 

’ of Ii eland in the third centuiy, with additions by Cenufaola, of Deiryloran. 

From E 3, 5, (T. C. D.) Ends with the volume, p. 1783. 

Von. V. (unbound), page 1784. 

Page 1784. A Law Tract, called Finn-sruth F/thill, and relating chiefly to bargains and 
contracts; translated from H 1.5 (T. C. D.) 

„ 1838. A Law Tract, called Fothach Beg, which is a fragment of Cain Furthime, 

compiled near Lough Lein, in Kerry, in the seventh century. 

„ 1844. A Law Tract, called Fothach Mor. 

„ 1B49. Beginsthe Bookofi'AirtAjOTe CAon/iax'c. From H 5, 13. It relates to various 
customs now unknown, and contains several articles also contained in the 
Book of Aicill. Ends on page 200‘i. 

„ 2006. The Book of Derrylorau, called Corus Jubaile, the Law of [Prescription, 

, compiled in the time of King Donnell, grandson of Ainmire, circ. 642. 

„ 2024. Report of a Law Suit between two families of the MacNatnavas, of Thomond. 

From H2, 12 (T, C. D.) 

„ 2041. An Account of the different ranks in Society, Ecclesiastical, Lay, and Lite- 

rary ; with their Salaries, Privileges, &c. From Tl 2, IG (T, C. D.) 

„ 2117. Of tiie Rights and Privileges of Ollamhs, or chief Professors of the Arts and 
Sciences. From Egert. 88. 

,, 2125. Of the Process of Recovering Stolen Goods, containing a good deal relating 
to the nature of Evidence and Compurgation. From Cgcrt. 88, 

„ 2149. Laws relating to Fools, Lunatics, and Madracir. From Egerton, 88. 

„ 2183. A Law Tract, entitled Conuirc Faighill, or Paths of Judgments, 

„ 2199. A Tract on the Law of Succession. 

,, 2221. A short Article dn the Rights of the Laity from the Church, ih. 

„ 2231. Judgirients relating to Sons, legitimate and illegitimate, ih. 

„ 2254. A Law Tract relating to Patricide. 

„ 2271, A Tract on tiie liabilities of Occasion, Complicity, &c. 

„ 2293. Of Lawful and unlawful Custom. 

„ 2305. Of TJsncaption. 

,, 2310. Of setting aside Judgment. 

„ 2320. Of Lands foifelted for Crime. 

„ 2370. Of Injuries done to Cattle by Furious Diiving, &c. 

„ 2380. A tract on receiving nncl coucfaiing stolen pnipprty, 

„ 2423. A Law Tract t ailed ZlArei/m, said to have been wiittcii in the time of 
Conn of the Hundred Battles, in the second centurv, and corrected by 
St, Patrick, 
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The number of pages of English MS. translated by Eugene Curry up to 26th 
February 1869 is 1859. Of these pages seven volumes are bound, the contents 
of which are as follows : 

Volume I. 

Page 1-76. C.rithgabhlach, the ramificationa of the various ranks into which society 
was divided. The vol. ends ai page 76. ^ 

Volume T!. 

Page 1-161. Urcicecht Beag, an account of the different privileged or aristocratic, 
hterary, scientific and ec.dcsiasticFd orders, and their privileges This 
vol. ends at page 161. ® 



occupants of which receive 



Volume III. 

ige 1—318. Ecclesiasticai laws. 

Overdriving of cattle. 

Of blood-fihedding. 

Of the disrepute attaching to houses, the 
stolen propel ty. 

Of king,^* and chiefs wlio are not entitled to compensation for personal iniurv 
or insult. ^ 

Of women who are not entitled to compensation or damages. 

01 illegal distraints. 

Of paymr'iit of fines by the kinsman of a criminal, 8cc. 

Of security and pledge, or hostne:e. 

Of laking things in charge. 

Of entry upon lands. 

Of gifts, presents, donations. 

Of taking service or tenancies. 

Of persons who become Becuriries or pledges for sons who hare not yet 
become independent of their fathers. ^ 

Of the punishment and justification for satires. 

Of fathers who arc not liablo for the acts of their sons. 

Of deaths or homicides, not punishable by fines, kc.. 

T'’- “ ’“™“' dotltes, cnnl- 

ciron.s, &c,, and the fines for losing or overholding them, &c. 

Of advocacy by ajucige which does not disqualify him for the bench 
Of unprofitable, because illegal distraints, &c. 

Of rights not recoverable by distraint. 

Of bouses prohibited from receiving distrained property. 

01 trespasses in cotenancy. r j 

Of fences, kc., in cotenancy. 

*^pe”rio'n‘s“‘' “‘“laeclto damages for abuse of their 

Of loans which may or may not be restored. 

Of the seven grades who are incompetent tu give evidence. 

Si ”■ 

Of women who are entitled to separate from tlieir husbands, &c 
Ot things saved from loss or injury, and the right to them. 

Of places in which battles are not to be fouo-ht. 

Of occurrences that postpone battles. " 

Of respites of battles. 

Of persons injured personally, Mid wlio are supported during thoir illness by 
the person wlio inflicts the Injury. The ditScult cases of this kind. ^ 
Of, prescriptive rights to possession of land.?. 

Of the seven kinds of families. 

01 runaways who are not protected by sauctuai'v 
Of waifs, file. 

Of sureties who have to pay, and are entitled to repayment, &c. 

^ page ZT' repayment. This volume ends at 
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Volume IV. 

Paee 319-414. Of tlie law!5 and judgments in oo-occ«paiicy. ^ ,• j c 

® Of the original division and ftMicing of newly-appropniited lands , the kinds of 

fenciiigr paling, ditching, 8cc., with fines and damages. A most curious 
tract. E. C. 

This vol. ends ai page 414. 



VOLUM. 



V. 



Page 415-816. Of false, or incompetent witnesses. 

“ Of confirmation of judgment and incompetent tribunals, «c. 

Of reversing a civil judgment. 

Of hearing territorial causes before temtonul tribunals. 

Of the absolute rightlulness of distraint. 

Of the i)recedence of causes before tiie court. 

Of the rule that what is forcibly imposed upon a person is null 1 



The denial upon oath of a clnirge. 

A guilty person cnnnoi criminate another guilty person. 

Of complicity in murder, &c. 

No one shall sue for what is his own. 

Profit not rightful without loss, t. e., if property descends or reverts to a person 
he is accountable for its just liabilities. 

A niun’s lands may be seized for his debts. 

Of justifiable homicide. 

Equality of men of equal properties. r ui 

On the succession of abbacies, and the qualifications of candidates for holy 
(31'ders, and for arms. 

Of rewarding a poet for his poem. 

Of swearing upon reliquaries, where and when effectual. 

(There is a reference to compurgation iu this article.) _ 

Of lending and reclaiming articles within the time prescribed for their return. 
Judges not answerable for tlie crimes of their kinsmen. 

Seven cumals (three cows) is the body fine of every native of the toriLory. 

If a man is not himseli entitled to a fine, neither is his chief nor his relatives. 
Augmentation of fine incurred by absconding debtors. 

What is right to be done by a person after an illegal act. 

A person who is himself culpuble cannot annul the unlawful acts of others. 
Of impeaching a man's bargains by liis family, Sic., before the stranger takes 
the benefit of them. 

Of a stolen beast found tied to a tree, &c. 

Of the eric (fine) for ail sorts of blows and wounds. 

^norance of the law does not completely acquit a person. 

T^e obligations of fealty above all other obligations. 

„ 531. A collection oflaw maxims, too minute for this sketch. 

„ 638. Seven classes of flaiths or lords who are not entitled to free fealty. 

Respite of goods seized for a tine. 

Prior engageme.nf.s take precedence of all subsequent ones. 

Proof of their own cause not allowed to enemies, &c. 

Of a legal or illegal custom or local law. 

Of offences upon causes. 

A man may not sufler for what he does with a good intention. 

A person is not prejudiced in his present suit by any culpability in a previous 



A judge is bound to prove the correctness of his judgment. 

Where land does not go into prescription. 

„ 669. Of compurgation. (A fragment.) 

Compurgation regulated by the amount of ihe debt. 

The lime within which fines are paid, and the injuries for which compensation 
is rendered, as well of beasts as of men. 

Judgment of arsons. 

Laws of personal relations and compacta; man and wife, master and man, 
foster-father and son, church and monk, &c. 

Proof tendered by superiors against inferiors. 

Manner of suing a supo'ior or inferior. 

„ 604. Of the stay of sale under a distress. 

The preliminary proceedings of a king to recover his debts, Sea- 
„ 617. Of the stay of a sale under various circumstances. 

,, 623. Of the refeclions and protections due to all civil grades. 

„ 627. Of the respite and of the making of a distress, &c., at some length. 

„ 665. The confirming of possession. 

Annulling possession. 

Confirming second contracts. 

Annulling second contracts. 
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Page 



687. 

703. 

703. 

707. 



712, 

716. 



761, 

753. 

756, 



Tlie sereiBl E,ed,!anmjyv fines payable for injury to person anrl liononr. ' 
Knowledge of ihe law fits a man to be ji.ilge in every cause. 
iVlore upon distraints. 

respectively, representing tlie chief 
Jndges liable lor their errors. A good deal of airious matter. 

Ofdistratet* testimony respecting- character, &c. 

' "^one^" Is? judgment without appealing to any 

Ridgrnents ill cases of hilling luid wouiulino-, 

riterl te wh-if Amunis punished l.y the law of the ter- 

ritory in winch he commits the crime. 

udg-inenfs in case of thefts between cluircli and territorv. 

Ut stealing out of sanctuaries. 

01 stealing out of or into unoccupied hoiises, 

L^pto™* ““’"'"■s II.U law „f Naturu and Holy 

.'stealing out of a sanctuary. 

Legal prices and fines for cows, oxeu, sheep, &c 

He who makes use of a pledged chattel .shall rauke restilution, 

(A number of small iteuns here 



767, 

762. 

763. 



Mu atendanoo of a man aball b. at ll.o court of too territory in whiol, bu fa 



A suing meditor must bo supported by the debtor 
Who are the wiinesses to be admitted 



709. 

770, 

,773, 



783. 

787. 



■ ■Mutoooca UJ OB UOmUl 

Ihe .seven parties whose evidence is admissible aoainsl a tdn.v 
tootos’Se'^br Vostpono- 

' TbeMf“‘Vn“’ "“*• S'™ evidence. 

The ten ccjdiHe witnesses who anmil all eitoao'ements 
Ttohh™' ‘I'e elnirch upon its monis. 

tenanK.^ciiaigero'reriminil asmX\“T“' 

mintouto “-Insivo, if her eugage- 

(A variety of subjects.) 

compurgation and Ue manner of making it, from M‘Eo-an 
(Commentaries continued to the end of the volume.) ° 



Page 816. 
„ 836. 

,, 869. 

„ 875. 



Of loans; at great length, 
pledges and deposits, 
bvery one is liable fo- 



Volume VI. 



881. 



885. 



\ 



c-very one is liable for his misdeeds. 

01 presents' and gifts that are and that are not lau tel 



896. 

000 . 



inals 



H'ithout knowir 



905. 

907. 

910. 



97S. 

980. 

987, 

993. 

997. 



SoihSs boto s 

Ofporsons who exilo toLsVvou”, c,imer‘‘'‘‘'“ ‘’''‘’“'“=‘1 ■'*‘i™s. 

hls'oU, i™“nd ttrS Atto^Tr' *■' '™ "““v ‘ 

«B iwoperty come under this bea'd.) ’ ^ "f Mltters reg, 

^.tho taking pcssossion of land b, women, and in general, and of prose 

Ut coiilplicity in marder, itc 'Tf . 

,1'u mmmenance of persons injared, at the cos. .f rhose who inflict 
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Page 909, 
,, 1004. 



1020 . 

1030. 



1041, 

1062. 

1070. 

1097. 

1090. 



1122. 

1140. 

1161. 

1186, 

1189. 

1197. 

1198. 
1201, 
1229. 
1268. 
1297, 

1305. 

1306, 



Of suiHg a debtor and his security. 

The different accomplices in a murder. / 

Of accommodation with or without interest, See. _ ■, ^ < 

Of the mode of bringing a son into possession of his patrimony; witti 
things that belong to inheritance. _ _ X 

Of bargains, legal and illegal, under the family adjustment. 

Of bargains by a person compos or non-compos. 

Of oaths, and what makes them binding; the Gospel, &c. 

Stolen ju'operty, if sold, is not the rigtitful possession of the buyer. 

Of the selection of proper securities in a bargain, and other matters relating 
to bargains. (Various short passages relating to cottiers, squatters, &c., 
follow here.) 

Of purchasing property at an undervalue, and its prevention. 

Erie of hloodsheddings ; and the difterent kinds of wounds. 

Of waifs and strays. 

Of penance for crimes. 

Maxims of Law, in Latin and Irish. 

Of proof or evidence by the ecclesiastical grades. 

How every one recovers his property. 

Of theft, and recoverin'? stolen property. 

Of assaults, cutting and maimitig, and threateniiigs. • ' 

Of the person liable for the loss of a stray beast. . 

Four kinds of chiefs or lords who are of superior reputation. 

A thief caught in the fact. 

Persona who may be lawfully slain. 



Volume VII. 



Page ISIS. 



1345. 

134C. 



1350. 

1352. 

1358. 

1300, 

1360. 



1379. 

1384. 

1387. 






1401. 

1402. 



1412. 

1414. 



1415, 

1413, 

1421. 

1425. 

1426. 



1428, 

1430, 



1432. 

1435. 

1445. 

1450, 



1462. 

1467. 

1469, 



190 — Sess, 



Hnw a. man entitles himself to eneclilami, or price of his honour. A 

Distraining a church, or a privileged person, and the extent of the sanctuarw 
of a Bisliop. ) 

On certain trespasses. (A variety of small articles.) ' 1 

Ordeal by applying the tongue to a heated adze. r 

The lektive dimensions of an oratoiy, church, and belfry. (Sec Petrie^^*,* 
“ Koimd Towers.”) t 

Tho men of free or liberal, and of the base professions. , . • 

The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, the seven degrees of the eluirch, with their, 
distinctions. j 

The seven degrees of wisdom (t. e. of the teachers of it). 

The ecclesiastical orders, with their several distinctions and ofSces. i 

Poets, decisions and judgments affecting theai, See. 

The disqualifications of a judge. . ‘ - 

Law of man and wife. The wife is not conipeleiit to sell or to buy withm 
the husband, &c. ^ 

Law of maintenance of parents and aged persons, lunatics, 8cc. 1 

Of the feeding of artisans, See., when at work. V 

Of the catching birds with nets. 

Of things given and taken in cliarge and custody. 

The extent of the sanctuary or inviolable precincts attached to the dwellln 
of a member of each of the privileged classes. 

Of tho trespass caused by the march or track of an army. 

A security cannot be distrained beyond the amount of his security. Of 
exemptions and protections from distraint and arrest ; on the festival, Scc. 

A decision by the celebrated Judge Moran, of the wonderful ring; and 
decisions by Conor Mac Nessa, King of Ulster. 

The maiiul'acture of Cuchuiaiiin’s shield. 

The lute of King Aengus, who ordered that whatever kind of perishable nr 
imperishable pledge a person oflered should lie received from him. 
Judgment on Cobribhi, the buffoon, who seduced the poet’s daughter. 

How a man, not of a family, is adopted into the family. 

Of receiving a spurious child into a family. A story of Finn Mac Coole- 
Articles that should not be taken in pledge. 

\Vhy the sons of lewd women should not be allowed to rank and mix with 
the sons of virtuous women. 

How a person recovers that which he has paid as security for another. 

Story of Duhhdiianach, the great dairywoman or farmer of Ulster. Im- 
perfect, 

IIow' a learned man was to recover the price or reward of his works. 

A chapter on Syntax, and tests of poetic excellence, &c. 

The various degrees of complicity in crime. 

Of harbouring strangers. 

(Various small items follow,) 

Of a person who seduces u son from taking care of his father in his old age. 
Satirizing a dead mnn. 

Obscure, unfinished observations on complicity in crime. 

2. C Page 
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Page 1471. Of a declared intention to commit a crime. 

” 1 ^'^’ ofcairde, or compact of unity between border territories. 

)j ,473. The names and etymology of the poetic orders, and the regulated prices for 
their compositions. Imperfect. 

1470, The first judgment given under the Milesian dynasty in Ireland. 

1400. Judgment on Cuchiilainn for unwittingly killing his own son Ccmiaech in 



3 made between the 



•“o'.juugiiiciit given uMuei me iwncsian aynasf 
1400. Judgment on Cuchiilainn for unwittingly killing ! 

1484. The way in which cairde, or a compact of amity, ' 

^roTjiice of Ulster and the King of Tara. 

1485, Onein of the taming and training of dogs in Ireland. — Of greyhounds, and 

those who may keep them. 

i^oo' repudiation of his wife by the King of Munster. 

1488. 1 he reasons why the men of Ireland are remembered in St. Patrick’s last 
will and testament. The duties of bishops, priests, parents, children, &c. 



Inquiries have been made in different quarters for the purpose of procuring 
such assistance as may be necessary in accomplishing the work wMeh must soon 
commence, of editing the Laws. As yet the Commissioners have not succeeded 
“f ““ “lit® eompetent in all respects to superintend the 
peparation of the inglish text. The editor charged with this office ought 
; to possess an extensive acquaintance with legal arclueology, and it would be 
Scsirab le that he should be in close communication with the*fenLmen To have 
fceen hiUrcrto enrployed in the work of translation. The CcLissioners wm 're 
hettvo steps to obtain the services of a competent editor with the least possible 
it^ever, until their arrangements can be coinpleted 
™ proceed without intei-mption, the translation being still in 

«- 

On reviewing the amount of. work executed, the time which it has occupied 
'T « expenses incuired, the Gommissioners have reason to feel satisfied with 
herds T' "' ’'’ estimate which they originally formod on these several 

translation could not be 

iin;shed m less than seven years, and they expected from the eommeneement 1,8^ 
till! work would myolve an expenditure of at least 5,0001. ‘™c™ait that 

(sigued) ^ C/iarJes Graves, D.D., 

Secretary to the Commission. 
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